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A voluptuous 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon from Napa Valley’s family-owned
Fortunati Vineyards took home the top prize at the 13th annual North Coast
Wine Challenge, which concluded Wednesday morning at the Sonoma County
Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa.

It was a record-setting year for the wine competition presented by The Press
Democrat, which brought together 34 judges, and three associate judges, to
taste and assess a record 1,147 wine entries. Comprising winemakers,

sommeliers. wine buvers. media and other industrv professionals. this vear’s
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It's the first time a Cabernet Sauvignon has won the Best of the Best award, in
a final sweepstakes round that chief judge Daryl Groom called “tense and
exciting.”

“The sweepstakes round had the most wines I can remember in recent years,
with the judges only having one vote to decide which wine will win,” he said.
“We've had Pinot Noirs, Chardonnay and Zinfandels win — but never a
Cabernet Sauvignon.”

Groom was also thrilled to see a dry Sonoma Coast Riesling from Deodora
Estate Vineyards in the Petaluma Gap take home Best of Show White —
another varietal first.

“It was really nice to see the judges jump out of their comfort zone and
unanimously choose this orphan variety,” he said. “Riesling has been getting a
lot of attention lately as consumers trend to crisper, lighter styles.”

Eligibility was limited to wines produced with grapes grown primarily in
California’s North Coast AVA (American Viticulture Area), which encompasses
Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake and Solano counties.

This year, a total of 223 wineries entered the competition, including 98 that
had never entered before.
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Here are the top winners from the 2025 North Coast Wine Challenge:

Best of the Best: Fortunati Vineyards 2021 Signature Cabernet Sauvignon,
Oak Knoll District of Napa Valley

Best of Show Sparkling: Chandon (NV) Etoile Brut, Los Carneros
Best of Show White: Deodora Estate Vineyards 2019 Riesling, Sonoma Coast
Best of Show Rosé: Dot 2024 Rosé of Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley

Best of Show Red: Fortunati 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon, Oak Knoll District of
Napa Valley

Best of Show Dessert Wine: Sonoma-Cutrer 2023 Miel Late Harvest
Chardonnay, Russian River Valley

Best of Sonoma County: Deodora Estate Vineyards 2019 Riesling, Sonoma
Coast

Best of Napa County: Fortunati Vineyards 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa
Valley

Best of Mendocino County: Graziano 2023 Chenin Blanc, Mendocino County
Best of Lake County: R Vineyards 2023 Viognier, Lake County

Best of Solano County: Vezér Family Vineyard 2023 Franci Verdelho, Suisun

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/04/02/napa-valley-cabernet-takes-top-prize-at-record-setting-north-coast-wine-challenge/ 3/15


https://www.youtube.com/embed/QE7MGgsPsbs?enablejsapi=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/QE7MGgsPsbs?enablejsapi=1

6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat
The full competition results will appear in The Press Democrat’s Feast & Wine
section on April 16, along with a detailed profile of the Best of the Best winner.
In coming weeks, The Press Democrat also will feature the Best of the Best
and Best of Show winners in a new Zoom webinar series in which they’'ll talk
about their wines. Chefs will join those webinars to discuss how those wines
pair with various foods.

To sample this year’s gold and double-gold winning wines, don’t miss the the
North Coast Wine & Food Festival on June 14 at the Luther Burbank Center for
the Arts in Santa Rosa. Hosted by The Press Democrat, the event will offer

plenty of food to accompany the winning wines, including plates from Lo &
Behold, Goldfinch, Slanted Door, Arandas, Wit & Wisdom and other local
restaurants.

For tickets and information, visit northcoastwineandfood.com.

PD Staff Writer Sarah Doyle was one of the 34 judges in the North Coast Wine
Challenge. You can reach her at 707-521-5478 or
sarah.doyle@pressdemocrat.com. Follow Sarah on Instagram at
@whiskymuse.
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6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat

A 78-Year-0Old Built His Final Birdhouse. Then He Heard It
Again

Ribili

The USA 250th Anniversary Hat Everyone is Talking About

Ribili
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6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat

The Real Reason Your Sciatica Won't Go
Away (And How to Fix It)

SmoothSpine

It's Hard To Believe But Every Guy Had
A Crush On Her In The 80s

Suburban Finance

He Hung This Hummingbird Feeder.

Then The Swarm Came
Libiyi

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/04/02/napa-valley-cabernet-takes-top-prize-at-record-setting-north-coast-wine-challenge/ 12/15


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/9Nh7E_f5f5SrmCQW0Fg_44vBGxe1ksM7ViweGpKsfgAPIkB2o7Kkpux-F6oDOXqMDFSRm5OiOr12xfWdfEf5v9wW98gh49iNznkuzYy-JDnwlb1pN1CgiMMNmze_PMtr8Qa-4yrhnG-5jbJ-MqCjv3tr3ZMC6MgqFF6N9bAKi8ENjLgHX8vzgKSL8DekVMcdiOVei1Nm7-YONL_Y0AYNijatlwZqEdxczGKNJZ8i_gOIRPNdO1udTmiKzlAwG0vabL7hYpof9OtUwfCufr9tIXv-kKPtU3w-E-Pzkow7Rt4gHiiG47KcBnPB6W6I_LBWFxnI4Bjv3MNgVIzevXUSgvYsAg8SHXQXIvtI9ScsTZlIpaL5jhJcKSEMbuWUmHyz6k5z0StkfS0BMORjAQPdj66RCZWtcQ_yYfgSWCalWT7N99u2sW9xoNCOBc6vJyCIFE-oeSzgsUHFOwVZL4igzCNuN803ytUK60MiiTWSaT1GhBPqSSnK8HxL4mHGc3yXl97YFrFH38Xq5fwtgv3Y345KTT-30tyGvX5FSrNdUfRcOkGNCA7MsbPEECeZC66YGSfCFQBsL6TlIlu1HIV1eEgrHTfvaUVrqAif1MToPFBj_Bd0EMuBJy5jtX0WW7f4i80WImNxOTuYBThzSwD7wJkV5mqrZsq6ZjxDxVUSZfMQpjGmygicHHBE5BFClz5c17LaVwFgC_hpF7VuVRnaMjD0apSIq8WssTe76dwZ1leasPWKM2RRnkPLAvlDtQJR3LtI4CogfsmxAfA-sEriJkod-4EFiUM5ujwP?p=GgFDMOKy9dEGOiQ2YmVmNTk2OC03YTNjLTRhMGQtOWRjMy0xMmEyNGUyNjI2M2NCJDAyN2FhMDM1LWE5NjYtNGY4MS04YjhhLWEwOTlkYWRiNDgyZkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARLYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIONzEuMjAyLjIzMC4xNjDqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/0ZWTPw2REdGLVuEL-sS5GriHj7Q-O30dNknSHGdGTChPriK-bWXOyATX1oKQFXS0LOBsPt3mR1WwitJbRUj7ucjtmSwP2h3_qWLb8vMI14n47wTZDynIj4OPemFTjoXHCwzDI0hm5oJ1hbUio0ATraNZ75mKGWVxcmGcDBo-Gf_pym-q1-2-SXQ0Dqdfs7kqpUwihi1_RR6jnuN0ziSF2_LjL7pBNyqdLJwTeCzoDxtC_N069g3uZaZ7TGmHYYlIoUfGtOoxFkKJDWhJcsdQdjNEDk8S5vNfKJjOOmBeJywzhTM3qfz-OzSkkTNxKq3Axf4lSUH6_HXWKJ78sV9klTjydlOpx51sIAj7vtQSZRivuMcY61U2oW60aflUljuglawK1F13r43vTVZwRIuL27lt3In7BKyurSvFZXQjz8MWQpFwHo2t3MwcfjkoIt-iP0_1Ms7O3YRxntAxrBQt6j_FzVbySTNtS0SsjF53uCNaYu4M5otMfzbEzbmVuVBxXFerVfgQPU4rUMiYPtj2qxfzKec4lGVZ3TuyVfwCcU1SMJinUIau3TlvtIWeVqjrcOs17dGRzMUxEjm4ubu3zQttvp-TIw?p=GgFDMOKy9dEGOiQ2YmVmNTk2OC03YTNjLTRhMGQtOWRjMy0xMmEyNGUyNjI2M2NCJDAyN2FhMDM1LWE5NjYtNGY4MS04YjhhLWEwOTlkYWRiNDgyZkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARPYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIONzEuMjAyLjIzMC4xNjDqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/lZxVzgva-rvqMsUW6uwRCe-mmq7kJtscCGuE798Myn349ijHg9M0f-Hk2E8ktUGC89EerbdvSf9NTz7kp5YaNdRdoqJDl1UAqlu5v9ZUFbW74E6otD6V_3-9WHJkTrIUdFW2wk5HX6E4E-UUI8eFKusBP5vPlrmcKu_QlQfHHDAgFbZA2Ak2d6CoydkBa1oDetu4QoZVx6DwC_ugOObqeO1c3y1mh5LCs-JLd0lsg-kXAO4BfewbmsFaFuaPHYfZzCQpgO1d4TpjACY_4TS7x055SqnUGSqyWJr2uK-89uqzMsAjsb_cUfU9x1YREZ8VAwJdZab5wUVq-CYgGFIy7e6Su5OogwHYup--I-bjbHiTLRCkNg_EcnXeJvYP7qvucGZo3tEXxgqoYQCqlV1PXLlsnD9VHLSGzcV3hctydYCrcBYoKQ9acf3TZ1YuDOeK0qWNBF4xYMYxlaOCBeLJ2uTAiIyAMx3yx8A3z4Ydd_Jr6mm5t3jY9oPIF53Ow4baQtQiSAI-PBq0Xcg0-n0Ht0QhzKB2m3vWVlpYn3l21myrvbpLfOQo4ZSMnutU4AxCUT2G84Xn3Bt50vC2m33gjrYhxA6sJfx5qDtfP3xFwUKqJB6y99YZACvdeWEhLB-9Yoy5bBZjGMd2boFjl7VbW2Pigu7Em2qPuIoecGdjugV53okFOUBvo5vjQouL19fEBLH5AtzE156gSR4lsxjK9ixUH1YwgYKMHFMzK937wpqBVqsIv_EIbJxgl6M?p=GgFDMOKy9dEGOiQ2YmVmNTk2OC03YTNjLTRhMGQtOWRjMy0xMmEyNGUyNjI2M2NCJDAyN2FhMDM1LWE5NjYtNGY4MS04YjhhLWEwOTlkYWRiNDgyZkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARTYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIONzEuMjAyLjIzMC4xNjDqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl

6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat

Your Neighbors in California Are Installing This
Hummingbird House. Here's Why

Ribili

Unwanted Moles & Skin Tags Shrivel Up and Vanish in Only a
Few Short Hours!

Linkovibe
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6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat

He Put Up This Birdhouse.

Hummingbirds Became His Daily Guests
Ribili

Why Everyone's Falling for This 250th

Anniversary Hat
Ribili

Most People Scroll Past This. Some End
Up Watching The Whole Video

SideHustleSchool
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6/25/26,9:38 AM Napa Valley Cabernet takes top prize at record-setting North Coast Wine Challenge — The Press Democrat
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